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WAR IS SELDOM WHAT MEN IMAGINE iT TO BE. 
IN THE HOLOCAUST OF BATTLE, A SOLDIER'S 


ILLUSIONS ARE STRIPPED AWAY, TO REVEAL 
4 HIS TRUE SELF TO HIS COMRADES — AND 
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Chapter i. Into Battle 


FOR THE MEN OF THE FIFTH BATTALION, THE ROUGHSHIRE REGIMENT, THE 
| LONG WEEKS OF TRAINING AND WAITING IN ENGLAND WERE OVER. FULLY 

KITTED-OUT THEY WERE AT LAST EMBARKING ABOARD A TROOPSHIP, 
DESTINATION UNKNOWN... i 


La] i Tee EGYPT, MATE. 

FL THAT'S FOR SURE. \, 
a BLOKE IN THE N.AAFI. RS 
= SAID 30... ~ 


























TWO MONTHS LATER, PERHAPS,THAT SOLDIER Bia 
WOULD WITHORAW THAT STATEMENT. FOR THE F 
INTERVENING PERIOD, HOWEVER, THE TROOP |- 
CONVOY SAILED TOWARDS TH 
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| RUMOURS AND SPECULATION WERE RIFE BUT ONE MAN, 

AT LEAST, WAS NOT CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR 
DESTINATION. LANCE CORPORAL DON WILD WAS 

| EAGER FOR THE ACTION THAT AWAITED THEM, 
WHEREVER IT WOULD BE. 


IT'S BEEN 
A LONG WAIT. 
PETE. BUT. BY 
JINGO, IT’S BEEN 
WORTH IT NOW WE'RE 


READY TO HAVE A 
_ CRACK AT JERRY! 


ILD HAD 
AN AGGRESSIVE SOME OF THE BLOKES 
3 HAVE ALREADY BEEN IN 
ONG Rae Bute 
SEEMED THEY HAD IT PRETTY 


ROUGH. LL MAKE 
> THE JERRIES SORRY FOR 
THAT LOT / 


i 





b 
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[THE VOYAGE DRAGGED ON AND-WITH EACH PASSING DAY THE WEATHER GREW 
STEADILY HOTTER. THE: RUMOURS BEGAN TO SHAPE FACT... oS 
EGME ON! \: 
DON?T-HANG |: 
ABOUT 


if 
= ii 
ee 


— 
rE 
TAS 
i . 
\ . af 
: 
' 


ee 


DON WILD LOOKED AROUND HIM EXCITEDLY 
SWAYING GANGPLANK . THE‘ WERE DISEM 


BARKING IN EGYP 


HE MIGHT 
AS WELL PACK UP 
AND SCARPER 
MATE! 
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THE FIFTH BATTALION WENT INTO BIVOUAC. 
FOR DON WILD, THE WAITING CHAFED 
jIRRITATINGLY AT HIS NERVES. ANN 















*.. A, 














P TAKE IT EASY, 
ME DON. WE'VE ONLY 
JUST ST ARRIVED. IT’S 






Y IT'S NEVER TOO — 
HOT FOR SCRAPPING/ 
[ CANPT WAIT MUCH 


= £ 





BUT STILL MORE WAITING FOLLOWED 
AS THE MEN GRADUALLY BECAME 

ACCLIMATISED TO DESERT CONDITIONS. 
THEN, A MONTH LATER.. 3 








AND ABOUT 
TIME ,TOO/ THAT'S 
MARVELLOUS 
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THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE FIFTH 
BATTALION MOVED GFF THROUGH 
THE BURNING DESERT TOWARDS 
THE FRONT—AND THE ENEMY/ 







THE JOURNEY WAS LONG AND EXHAUSTING 

|] AND THE BARREN STRETCH OF DESERT 
WHERE THEY HALTED SEEMED NO 
DIFFERENT TO ANY OTHER SECTION THEY 
HAD PASSED IN THE LAST HUNDRED MILES. 


_ WE'VE ARRIVED 
AT LAST, GENTLEMEN. 
THE GERMANS. HAVE 


AR 
FORWARD. | HOPE 
WE_SHALL FOLLOW 
THEM QUICKLY / 


— 
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THE INFANTRY WERE SET TO | 
DIGGING THEMSELVES INTO 
THE DESERT. THEY DIDIT 
WITHOUT ENTHUSIASM. 


i THOUGHT WE 











HERE TO FIGHT — 
NOT DIG PERISHIN’ 
HOLES / 









THAT’S RIGHT, 
i CORPORAL. BUT IF 
JERRY WARMS THINGS 
UP A BIT YOU*LL BE 
GLAD OF THAT "OLE | 
TO FALL INTO/ 


SS iil 5 


ELIA 
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THE CRUSADERS SLOWLY TOOK UP THEIR POSITIONS 
FOR THE ATTACK, WAITING FOR THE INFANTRY TO 
JOIN THEM. THEN CAME THE ORDER TO MOVE... 



















ADVANCE — 
INDEPENDENT 
ACTION WHEN WE 
SIGHT "EM / 





BUT THE GERMAN AFRIKA KORPS HAD 
PREPARED THEMSELVES TO MEET ANY 
BRITISH ATTACK. THEY HAD RUN FAR 
ENOUGH. NOW THEY HAD TURNED TO 


| SEE THEM. 
LET THEM CLOSE 
WITH US, FELDWEBEL. Le} 
DO NOT OPEN FIRE 
UNTIL | GIVE THE 
ORDER! 
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THE LONG SNOUTS OF THE EIGHTY-EIGHT 
MILLIMETRE GUNS MOVED GENTLY AS THE 
GUNLAYERS PICKED THEIR TARGETS _ IT 
WAS THE LULL BEFORE THE STORM OF 


FIRE /LET THE 
ENGLANDERS COME 
QSER/ 


F— ONLY HOPE 4” 
THEVILL LEAVE 
SOME FOR US! 
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AT LAST THE TANKS WERE WITHIN RANGE 
AND ALMOST AS ONE, THEY ROARED OUT 
A CHALLENGE... : 


TWO-POUNDE erage SCREAMED Ls 
THE AIR: BUT EVEN WHILE THEY WERE IN 
FLIGHT _A apg SOUND TOOK UP THE 
CHALLENGE... 
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| THE GERMAN GUNNERS PUT DOWN) 

4 DEVASTATING BARRAGE OF 
ARMOUR- PIERCING SHELLS AND, 
ONE BY ONE, THE CRUSADERS 
GROUND TO 4 HALT. FOR MANY’ 
OF THEIR CEEWS. IT WAS THEIR 
LAST BATTLE. 


TANKS. THAT SURVIVED, FACED 
CERTAIN DESTRUCTION. RELUCTANTLY, 
THEY TURNED ABOUT TOWARDS 
THEIR OWN. LINES. 


ALL TANKS 
BREAK OFF THE 
ENGAGEMENT / 
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|THE GERMANS GUNNERS SWITCHED 









ieee HELL AS THE SH 


AND atk THE ROUGHSHIRES COULD | 
NOT SEE OR STRIKE BACK AT THE 


ENEMY WHO WAS HIDDEN f BY THE 
DUST AND SMOKE OF THE 
EXPLODING SHELLS. | 





| THEN. FOR THE HELPLESS BRITISH INFANTRY IT W4&s 
ELLS RAINED i 
N THE SHAPE OF STARING a 


TO HIGH EXPLOSIVE 
EATH ON THEM 





BUT THERE W Was NO COVER IN THAT BARREN 
SERT. PERATELY, THEY SCOOPED 
PITIFULLY Sh SHALLOW FOXHOLES i IN THE 
SAND AND STROVE TO P T FOR 
A GLIMPSE OF pace COUNTER ATTACK THAT 
MUST COME, ——— —_ 


“THIS 1S ag 
gad MURDER! / 
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[BUT STILL THE BOMBARDMENT OF ARTILLERY |.* sy 03: : 
AND MORTAR FIRE FELL UPON THE BRITISH [*- "1"... IT?S NO GOOD. 
| INFANTRY. i fe SS nae WE'LL NEVER HOLD 
















THEM HERE. GIVE 
THE ORDER TO 
\ PULL BACK / 







THE RANK AND FILE NEEDED NO SECOND 
‘BIDDING. AS ONE MAN, THEY ROSE FROM 
THEIR POSITIONS. : aed 
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(IN DON WILD, THE SEEDS OF PANIC WERE f. 

BEING SOWN. TO RUN AND NOT TO FIGHT em 

WAS WORSE THAN FIGHTING AND BEING fan 
DEFEATED. [— sa at 















foe 









rt Y (-| EXPECT 
aK? WELL BE STOPPING 

| SOON, PETE— IN 
BETTER POSITIONS. 


BUT STILL THE FURY OF THE NAZI ait 
PANZER ONSLAUGHT DID NOT Jara 


SLACKEN. THE SRITISH RETREAT ¢ 
QUICKENED PACE, BECOMING 4 
PERILOUSLY NEAR A ROUT... | 


_— eo ae ee 
WHERE ARE + &™“* 
THE OTH : % \ 


1) DON’T KNOW ~S 
BUT WE CAN'T STOP | ¢ 


KEEP RUNNING! babinsiTe mp 
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SOMETHING STRANGE AND TERRIBLE 
| WAS HAPPENING TO LANCE CORPORAL 























ANY MINUTE: 
| MIGHT BE KILLED— 
_ AND | HAVEN'T EVEN 
2/34 SEEN THE ENEMY / 
<cel VE GOT TO GET 
ate ‘way? 


FRENZIEDLY, HE AND. THREE OTHER 
MEN OF THE ROUGHSHIRES THR 
VES INTO "FOLD INT HE. 
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SLOWLY THAT FRIGHTFUL BARRAGE ABATED. 
CAUTIOUSLY, THE INFANTRY MEN LIFTED 
THEIR HEADS — TO STARE FEARFULLY | , 


TOWARDS THE ENEMY POSITION... | 


4" WHERE'S EVERYONE 
ELSE WE CAN'T FACE - 
PANZERS ALONE/ WE*VE A 

GOT TO GET AWAY / 


tL 


Be cuaees ee 


BUT HOW P 


/ HEY! GIVE US 
A HAND WE'VE 
WOUNDED HERE/ 
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Pere rc hn 
wd 
NEWCOMER ,A CORPORAL, WAS [ HE'S DEAD/ MY TRUCK 
BENG OUR te WANE Hao | Cobh Manes 
, : Pig ie a ANOTHER TRUCK Jems 
THOUGH... a As 










IT’S NO GOOD - 































HAVE YOU SEEN, | 
__f THOSE PANZERS P vy 
P74 THEYRE COMING AAs 
THIS WAY / _Asaett 
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KEEPING UNDER COVER, THE INFANTRY MEN jgeme.3 
FOLLOWED THE CORPORAL BACK TO THE [igure 
WRECKED TRUCK. NOW THEY COULD 

HEAR THE CLANKING OF THE PANZER'S 


TRACKS... Ce a ee Tg 


| THERE THEY ARE! BUT THE 
~ | HELP ME TO LOAD THEM } PANZERS 
* “\ INTO THE OTHER THE eee 


- Aris om 5 i ea . ; sr 
‘a " oe , Me : fi bd : J 2 
: a: i 
: ay - . : = = i . Hy: A 
dil — i es 


—a—e 
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_—yettem,| THE STRANGER, HIS FACE LINED AND GREX, | 








=a STREAKED WITH A RAr AND DUST, STARED | 
}HARD a sac WALD. . 


| CAN TT LEAVE 
eh MSY WOUNDED — 
#../ NOT NOW. YOU?LL 
HAVE TO HOLO THE 
PANZERS OFF LONG 
ENOUGH FOR ME 
TO DO THE JOB/ 













Ee ty 
: 


re 
. i “ Pe is i 


TTP 


aaa cay 


= 


CRACK THAT SOUNDED ASIF THE END 
OF THE WORLD HAD COME. AN EIGHTY- EIGHT M.M. 
SHELL HAD EXPLODED RIGHT AMONGST THAT PATHETIC 

UP OF MEN. ~ " hue 


a) 
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DAZEDLY, DON WILD STAGGERED TO HIS KNEES— (= 
AND STARED IN HORROR AT THE CA RNAGE ABOUT — 





Ati BEAD! yo! ‘® 
\ WO! / CAN'T 


‘COR : VED, DEAF TO EVERYTHING BUT HIS TERROR! 

TiSuGH WOUNDED SUT DON WILD HAD| [WILD FLUNG HIMSELF INTO THE 

| LOST ALL SELF- CONTROL. SCREAMING | [TRUCK AND STARTED THE ENGINE. 
HIS FEAR, HE LEAPED UP AND RACED a os ae 

| TOWARDS THE UNDAMAGED TRUCK. 


GOT To- 
GET AWAY! 
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[ HE RAMMED THE ACCELERATOR 


Brink Ai als 





—- ———— 


| AND SKIDDING—AND STILL THE 
SHELLS RAVAGED. THE AREA. 


THEN DON WILD BEGAN TO FEEL SOMETHING OF THE LANCE CORPORALU'S 
THE FIRST GLIMMERINGS OF SHAME : 


.| | TRUE CHARACTER BEGAN “O EXERT 
THAT CORPORAL WAS * ITSELF... 
WOUNDED AND IN PAIN WHEN | 


il SHOULD'VE HELPED 


{| NEVER EXPECTED i 
( THIS — | NEVER DREAMED }->. 
IT WOULD BE LIKE THIS/ “ - 

BUT - BUT / OUGHT FO_A 
GO BACKS pT 


. ata a 
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FHE TRUCK SWUNG ABOUT IN A HALF-CIRCLE AS DON’S RESOLUTION 
STRENGTHENED, BUT AN UNKIND FATE HAD NOT FINISHED WITH HiM YET 












THEIR WHOLE FRONT 
IS _NO DOUBT 
Fe TRYING TO ESCAPE 
OUR ADVANCING TROOPS 


HE HAS AN UNPLEASANT , 
SURPRISE COM NG 
TO HIM/ 






“OU WERE 
NOT MISTAKEN, 
HANS. IT’S AN 


ENGLANDER / 
























N THE BARE EXPANSE OF THE DESERT | 
[THE BRITISH: VEHICLE WAS A PERFECT 


DABGEL FOR THE STUKA.. 
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THE BULLETS LACERATED CABIN AND BODYWORK [ie 
OF THE TRUCK AND DON WILD DID NOT EVEN KNOW Sp 
WHAT HAD HIT HIM, SO SUDDEN AND ACCURATE Diag 
WAS THE ATTACK. [—— a aaa 2 


tte pt Can 
eee ee, 
< ae ? a eer - 


MILES AWAY FROM HIS COMRADES AND WITH THE fie 
VICTORIOUS AFRIKA KORPS ROLLING INEXORAGLY & 
EASTWARDS, DON WILD STILL LAY UNCONSCIOUS § 
AS THE. SUN SANK IN SHEETS OF LIQUID FIRE. 

fe = reel Me an oe F +e 


comet 
‘ wag athe es 
i 
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Chapter 2. rhe Search 


A BREN CARRIER PATROL, | 

DESERT FOUND THE | THE OF OURS, ALL] By A PLAN PLANE, ar75 
WRECKED TRUCK AT | IGHT... | FROM THE LOOKS ) 2 ocs==== 
FIRST LIGHT... Se a“ OF IT,SIR! = Je 


’ ==] HE ‘STILL BREATHING- 
OMINOUSLY STIL See ; Bes HAVE GEEN. 
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FIRST SATISFYING THEMSELVES THAT 
THE TRUCK HAD NOT BEEN 


BEEN BOOBY-TRAPPED EEameraes 
| BY THE NAZIS, THEY GENTLY LIFTED DON Figg 
5 eee, ; see 


ML CABIN. ame 


NT BACK TO BASE HOSPITAL IN CAIRO, 
He M MENDED SLOWLY. HIS MIND HAD 


RECEIVED AS MUCH DAMAGE AS HIS 
BODY. Bian ths aT 
nat if 


a 
e 
r 


hehe” 


1 
i oS 


ST, 


i. 

7 a 

Sa 
teem ra 


IN THE LAST WAR a ¢ 
THEY'D HAVE CALLED ‘ 
IT SHELL SHOCK. WHAT 
ARE WE GOING Ta DO 


A WITH HIM? OG 
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PART, AT LEAST, OF THE ANSWER WAS 
PROVIDED BY WILD'S COMPANY 

COMMANDER. WHO WAS ALSO iN THE 
SAME HOSPITAL. _ 


THE ROUGHSHIRES WERE 
KNOCKED ABOUT, WILD. BUT 
WE DIDN'T SUFFER GREATLY. 
WE'RE HOLDING A PLACE 
CALLED ELALAMEIN pee 
NOW. WE DIDN'T DO_ #f 

TOO BADLY IN OUR 

_ FIRST SHOW, | 








_ BUT- 
a WE RAN AWAY, } 
~~ SIF... . 


UT BEFORE DON WILD WAS RELEASED | 


8 

| FROM HOSPITAL, THE BATTLE OF EL 
ALAMEIN WAS FOUGHT. AND WON. 
ITHEY REALLY HIT = 

JERRY /HE’S RUNNING 

SO FAST HE WON'T 


ARR 
NTO THAT “Si 
ERESTING!+) {2 Oy 






THE COMPANY COMMANDER HAD GONE | 
THROUGH THOSE HECTIC DAYS OF RETREAT| 
HIMSELF... co DID EVERYONE/ THOSE _ 
hWHO DIDN'T. WERE PUT IN THE BAG. WHAT, 
USE ARE THEY GOING TO BEIN THE BIG 

\. BATTLE TO COME YOU HURRY UP ) 
AND GET WELL — THE REGIMENT 

NEEDS YOU / 













THE OTHER SOLDIERS GLANCED AT WILD'S| 
eer ARM, WEAKENED BY NAZI BULLETS. | 


? ¥ 
INGT MUCH USE YOU “\“ANYWAY, WHO?D 
WOU WANT TO JUMP 





FROM THAT DAY ON LANCE CORPORAL 
DON W 


IL_D’S ARM SHOWED A MARKED 
IMPROVEMENT. WHEN HE WAS 7 


DISCHARGED, HE SOUGHT AN 
INTERVIEW WITH HIS C.O. 
“YOU WANT TOWvOIN > 
THE PARATROOPS, WILD: 
ARE ‘YOU FIT ENOUGH © 


DON WIL 


oO. 4 PRIVATE ONCE MORE, 
GOT HIS WISH, HE SAILED BACK TO 
ENGLAND FOR TRAINING WITHOUT 
REGRET. BUT HE COULD NOT FORGET 
THAT MOMENT OF TERROR IN THE 
DESERT. 


-f POOR OLD PETE LEWIS— ot 
AND THAT CORPORAL -|LET } 
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HIS LEAVE WENT QUICKLY. APTER TWO WEEKS, HE REPORTED TO THE 
TRAINING DEPOT CF THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT. Py SOON FOUND IT WAS 
NG CESS sce Fs, WEAKLING , EITHER OF BODY’ OR ND, 


ea Vi 
ee VM EED IT UP THERE?! 
A tery” { HIT THAT MAT HARD 


ee Wid AND ROLL WITH IT/ 
: ee yp YOUPRE NOT MADE 
, OF GLASS! 



















AFTER DA&Y’, THE GRUELLING TRAINING WENT ON, | 
BRINGING THEM TO PEAK EFFICIENCY — eas HE 
sels tet OF THEIR FIRST maa AEE . 


DON'T al 


' THERE ADMIRING ‘aes 


f 
THE VIEW - fiAWie/ Joli THIS [S IT: 


2 fl il \e 7 Y pur, STRANGELY 


= 
7 a. 
i i e 





SFn.\\ if) Vox ; d y VF. 
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SIC ST ie eriaccwosc a” “> 
FEEL FREE—F , - FOL : NCE | 

: EY ecg Bir Wil PARACHUTE TRAINING, WILD COULD STILL 
VIVIDLY RECALL THE TERROR OF THAT 
BARRAGE IN THE DESERT. 




















Soh ee rt al Se, ; a 
Me ye aaa ee és a ON ae 


ae 


THE FATEFUL YEAR [943 PASSED, 
DON WILD HAD BECOME MOULDED | 
INTO THE FRAMEWORK OF A 
FIGHTING GROUP, SECOND TO 
NON 3 | 
oe THEY LOOK A 
FINE BUNCH. THAT'S 
WILD THERE, ISN’T 
IT —1S HE READY 
FOR PROMOTION? 
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WILD WAS PROMOTED TO CORPORAL We HERE’S OUR POSITION! 

AND SENT ONA JUNIOR LEADER'S PF ump To IT GET OUR 

Sol aegiol male Re we = BEFORE NUMBER 
=. oa *.. THREE SECTION / 





a 


7 = sie = 
= dg 
. 


: " 
vo 
rT : 


DAY, EARLY IN 1944, HIS SECTION 


SERGEANT MADE AN AWKWARD LANDING. fae 


— ial 


—— 


SERS Naa OER 


Sac |, yt Ae : 
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WITHIN A FEW DAYS, WILD HAD REPLACED 

THE BADLY-INJURED SERGEANT. NOT - 
LONG AFTER, THE TRAINING ENDED AND 
THE PURPOSE OF ITALL WAS DISCLOSED... 


SQ IT’S D-DAY FOR US, DON/ \ DT nai 
"M GLAD YOURE OUR (dee moaee WELL COME 
SECTION SERGEANT — IT’S tg weber | THROUGH AL 





GOING TO BE PRETTY ROUGH 
WHEN WE DROP IN ON 
JERRY! | 


SS 
_ WOU WERE : 
AY iN THE DESERT, *y 
\ aaa aan, 
AND FROWNED AND WORRIED. | ; 
THE PARATROOPS CLEANED THEIR REALLY LIKE... 
| WEAPONS AND WAITED... 


oo RPT CUE PEE AL AO 
SUVA Sk 
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FINAL BRIEFINGS OVER EVERYTHING 
ITRIPLE CHECKED, THEY BOARDED THEIR 
AIRCRAFT. IT WAS A MOMENT OF RELIEF, 
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ALMOST, FOR THE HIGHLY TRAINED 
PARATROOPS. AT LAST, ACTION WAS 
| IMMINENT... pa RESTS ACHION WA ME es ey : sneer ee 
% = | 
e = = pie pee, WATCH GUT, 
a A RATCH OUT 


WE COMES A 





ALL RIGHT. 
| tL 1 BEHAVE 
THIS TIME > PVE GOT To 
PULL THROUGH —1 CAN'T 
i RUN AWAY AGAIN. /"VE 
m GOT TO FACE LP 7OITH , 
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| STEADILY, THE WINGED ARMADA FLEW THROUGH = 
“THE NIGHT SKIES BETWEEN ENGLAND AND FRANCE. 
A GREAT DRONING ASSEMBLAGE OF MILITARY é 
POWER DESTINED TO UNLOCK THE FI RST BARRIERS 
OF FORTRESS EUROPE. = 


arial 
. - 














[THE PULSATING MOTORS WAKENED THE | #@ Z fers tg 
SLEEPING COUNTRYSIDE, SEARCHLIGHTS 3 eer 
‘FINGERED THE DARKNESS AND THE RB 

| SPITEFUL CRACK OF FLAK RIPPED THE bo 

SKIES ASUNDER. fey , 
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WER TOWN AND VILLAGE, QUIET FIELDS Bee 
AND HILLSIDES, THEY FLEW TO THEIR [em 
IPROPPING ZONES. THEN LIKE SPINNING 
MARIONERTES, THE PARATROOPS 
| TUMBLED OUT." gapeeumearmmmemmene 





SERGEANT DON WILD VIEWED THE | |HE HIT THE GROUND AND WAS UP is A 
FIERY GROUND, THE BEADS OF pperz) | FLASH, GATHERING HIS "CHUTE, RALYIN 
TRACER LACING THE SKY, WITH HIS SECTION... FRERRERA ize 
STRANGE CALMNESS. 3 ig 2 


® 


ais 


ritl'S AHOT 
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DISCIPLINE AND TRAINING PAID OFF. NO HANGING ABOUT‘ 
IMMEDIATE OPPOSITION SILENCED, STRAIGHT FOR THE 
DON'S SECTION FOLLOWED [—.. Aga BRIDGE . COME ON: ff 
HIM CLOSELY TO THEIR 
OBJECTIVE —A BRIDGE! a 
Ss ‘ F 


a 












HEIR IAESEr AND HAD Soa THE — GUARD 


THE BATTLE WAS ALREADY RAGING THERE,FOR OTHER 
SECTIONS OF THE COMPANY HAD LANDED CLOSER TO 


oWELL WE? 
THE BRIDGE. 
GOT TO HANG ON Tc 
it F t 
R CECTION ALONG THAT [oe 
DITCH, SERGEANT. ‘ 
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SO FAR, FEAR HAD NOT TOUCHED DON WILD. ate Ur ok a 
FOR THE HEAT OF ACTION LEAVES LITTLE : 
TIME FOR THOUGHTS. NOW THEY TOOKUP | - Zr. 2g LN 
DEFENSIVE POSITIONS AND THE THOUGHTS |; “i: Soe ae 

SA Ean, 2? VVE COME THROUGH 


pre ne MRR gas SR 7.) MY FIRST ACTION SINCE 

0 ee x ae ee : Teg Bite | WAS IN THE DESERT. BUT 
AA THE BIG TEST HASN?T 

= ee COME YET... : 






























‘THE FIRST PARTOF THAT TEST. lv’: 

STORMED DOWN ON THE PARATROOPS’ 

| BRIDGEHEAD JN THE FLAME AND STEEL |. 

| OF NAZI STORM — =a," 

NCE aR a IT’S ONLYA 
pe eo LIMITED _PARATROOP 

si DROP. BUT IT MUST 

MBE DESTROYED! 


UAdETS 
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COOL, ACCURATE FIRE RIPPED GAPS IN 
THE GERMAN LINE.SUT STILL THEY 
CAME ON — UNTIL THE PARATROOPERS 
ROSE FROM THEIR TRENCHES TO FLING 
(THEY'RE 
wal BREAKING. DON'T \P 
LET URLADS/ A? 









aa Pom UWA NY 
HERE THEY iLL nist 
| COMES PICK YOUR | 206 wee he 
‘i MAN — AND NAIL a 

; Biha # 7 


Gabe 


F roRWwARD! SFE 
ee Se 
) “LEME! 


iF 












SHATTERED BY THE FIERCENESS | 
OF THE BRITISH RESISTANCE , THE 
NAZIS RETREATED IN CONFUSION. 


CEASE FAIRE! 
WELL NEED ALL 
OUR AMMO WHEN 












i a { 





a 
i ae 
a ae aM —_ 
A as a i = 
7 oe le H oat by s 
* pia. =P t nl 
: 7 ri 
i he — ' 
A we . : é 
« , 
a aie eee , 





ae i 
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THAT FIRST CLASH SET THE PATTERN OF THE CONFLICTS THAT DEVELOPED DURING , 
THE REST OF THAT NIGHT. THEN, WITH THE DAWN, CAME RELIEF... 


7 ; sae “WES, SERGEANT, 
ele r NOW THE Daou WE'VE HELD OUR POSITIGNS! 
CAN PUNCH CLEAN ACROSS _so>{ | MUST SAY I'M PROUD OF 
We JHE BRIDGE... EVERY MANJACK OF ‘TOU, , 
YOU'VE ALL PUTUPA /_ 
FINE sHoW! a 































BUT THE FIGHT WAS NOT YET OVER 

FOR THE PARATROOPS. A LITTLE Feira Pete 

LATER, THEIR LEADER RECEIVED BUT THERE'S NO REST 

| FRESH ORDERS, r FOR US YET. WE ARE TO 
— seers GO FORWARD AND TAKE 

THE NEXT VILLAGE — THEN | 

HOLD IT UNTIL RELIEVED. 


AS a, : 





















"of THIS IS INFA Aerts 

\/ OF THE LINE WORK, SIR. ap 

a IT'S WASTING VALUABLE 
b AIRBORNE MEN/ 
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BUT WASTE OR NO WASTE, THE PARATROOPS HAD To 
le THEIR WAY FORWARD, WORKING IN 


eee He a THOSE PARATROOPS: B= 
: WELL,IT'S OUR TURN NOW, 
SERGEANT. ee THE MEN 


INSPIRED BY THE FIERCE FIGHTING 


OF THE PARATROOPS,THE INFANTRY 
THRUST AFTER THEM INTO THE 


a 


a: 
tai Mer RN 
RYAN 
HERE COME Noe i vi 
THE INFANTRY — YAS it sa ae 
NOW WE?LL REALLY 53am 
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SHOULDER TO SHOULDER, ; 
FOOTSLOGGERS AND PARATROOPS 


HURLED THE NAZIS FROM THE 
[ VILLAGE ee : 


FEW MINUTES LATER, EVERY LIVE GERMAN HAD BEEN DRIVEN FROM THE 
VILLAGE AND INFANTRY AND AIRBORNE PAUSED TO LICK THEIR WOUNDS. 
|THE PRICE OF VICTORY HAD BEEN HEAVY... [- 


WE?RE THE ONLY SENIOR RANKS 
AIRBORNE AND INFANTRY INTO ONE 
UNIT, UNDER MY COMMAND. WE 

MUST HOLD THIS VILLAGE / 


7 i 


ff GOOD GRIEF! 
| LEFT. ORDERS ARE TO CONSOLIDATE Vise aie THIS LIEUTENANT — 


oi, | 
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| Chapter 3. Manto Man 


SERGEANT DON WILDSTARED WIDE-E’YED 
AT THE MAN HE HAD LEFT, DESPERATELY 
ve THE | WESTERN DESERT. 








i fy : 


MN 


HOWEVER, THE LIEUTENANT GAVE NO SIGN THAT HE RECOGNISED IN THIS TOUGH 
PARATROOP SERGEANT THE MAN WHO saat RUN AND LEFT HIM LONG AGO.. 


My NAME'S 
6 DURRANCE , 


NOW 
WE HOLD HERE — 
AT ALL COSTS / 
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LIEUTENANT DURRANCE RAKED OUTAMAP| | WE KNOW JERRY 1S OUT THERE 

FROM HIS POCKET AND STUDIED IT WITH SOMEWHERE — BUT HOW STRONG, } 

DON WILD. , AND WHERE? I’LLTAKE ARECCE / 
“A PATROL OUT, SERGEANT, 

“ YOU*LL COME WITH ME. 























A MIXED SIX-MAN PATROL CREPT NO TALKING 
QUT INTG NO MAN'S LAND WITH | rare 
| THE LIEUTENANT IN THE LEAD AND ee 
SERGEANT WILD BRINGING UP uA QUIETLY. WE WANT 
THE REAR. = ei, TO SEE AND NOT / 
zi om :. , heer BE SEEN 
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THEY HAD REACHED THE FLOOR OF THE VALLEY | 
WHEN THE ENEMY STRUCK — SUDDENLY AND 
Wit HOUT WARNING. [— 





TAKE COVER - 
AND ALT / 
BACK : 


= 
aoe 


lly Be ears” a 


COVER. STENS 
D RIFLES HAMMERED A — 
IT REPLY TO THAT 
CHALLENGE. 





WAR PIGTURE LIBRARY 





EXTRA! 


of the finest x 


ei Mol dle Gal Tags a war piclins ished 


XTRA! psf ON pe “ever paablished. 
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- a = wz : 
oe) ber ellie = Tages ya 
oe P ye es 3 . 





Eee” «§«GOOD GRIEF! “Bia 
AL THATSHOTCAME  —““Semenle 
SY FROM THE SIDE.THOSE ia fy 
4 JERRIES COULDN'T ieee 
ites HAVE FIRED IT/ COULD 
YR ae oz. GURRANCE 2 





ABRUPTLY AS IT HAD BEGUN, [IR ¥= 
| DED AND THE f% de 


pohC eee 
ie 


/ WE'VE FOUND OUT 
WHAT WE CAME FOR. 
THAT*S ENOUGH 
FOR NOW 


IT’S MORE THAN er 
ENOUGH —/"M WILLING Soap 
TO BET HE DID TAKE AX attire 
A CRACK AT ME/ 
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4S THE INVASION BRIDGEHEAD BUILT UP, “SOMETHING’S BREWING 
THESE THe VILAGE BEoaNTO WoRer| wee Garo PNB OU VAT 
LL TAKE OUT ANOTHER TE ROL 

ite EUTENANT Be at “TONIGHT, SERGEANT WILD — 
ae Ae YOU'LL oe WITH ME. 












THAT NIGHT A STRONGER PATROL SET OUT. | 
THE DARKNESS PULSED WITH menece AS” 
THEY = PPED DOWN INTO THE WOOD, 
WE*RE NOT GOIN NG 
TO BE AMBUSHED THIS 
TIME. SERGEANT — 
YWOU?LL ACT AS FLANK | 
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ONCE IN THE SHADOWS OF THE TREES, a3 
THE SERGEANT LEFT THE PATROL FOR be 





cae 


Te ae . 


FOR DURRANCE AS |) gm 
| WELL AS =O THE 


et ZWERRTCS! af 


CAUTIOUSLY +E FELT HIS WAY itimeeeggee= 
ITHROUGH THE WOOD. THE ga 

RENDEZ VOUS LAY FWO 

/HUNDRED v4RDS AHEAD— 
|AND HE WANTED TO B 


S 

MOVING JB0UT OVER 

THERE / IT fOuULD BE 
COULD SE JERRIES/ 


Ark 
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WILD CREPT TOWARDS THE SOUND OF VOICES. | ef 


IN A_SMALL CLEARING, HE SAWA DARK GROUP| 73 = 
ba jeer, a Ah tes, isi 1 * 


a SS at 





















, “Fr. are = er} 
" : ; : 1 re = r F ah a =f =f F. oe . 
2 wt Se eee : F lege cee a 
T . ie a - 7 r, eo os aay ¥ x f . ot : - ra: a t , 
: ee ~.F Jeg fee a Pie : r: ieee Be ts al 
re or a ial ae eel 
Li . ie eet ak : 
= a it eas * b 
ao Asa fey +e t a i. we SBR: lence r 
ey a ! Sia fae a | i eg i) 1 Ai =) peti “* oe 
as oo : oie of Had | ee cH j eet gg 7 re i 
eel ee ce . a See | cee , : : mr 
5 4 c 7 4 AS —t a a | A 4 i we = z E 
plage ia ‘of 2 1 . of i 
4 : i ay . . = | ee 1 Ce rs i ae ee 1 
- eG mi Mt ay i AS ; : ie ’ ens ‘i 
r a: 7 et a oe i ‘ dict arte = ; i ! ta eee ee, 
i y 4 ay SR le et ay i] a sy 
‘| Heke ua 


7 = 
Pia 


, ; ne ’ 


NEXT MOMENT, A BURST OF 

SCHMEISSER FIRE ERUPTED 
IN THE DARKNESS, RAPIDLY 
\FOLLOWED BY THE CHATTER 
OF A STEN... 









3 





. ese: 

a : . 

SN IT 1S, DOESN'T 
ae ee KE ME! 
er 





s\ 












= 


4 













A 
of 
eh 








pnt 


fe 


i 
ae 








Ur 








Ak 


Tr" 
([& 
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WHEN THE SERGEANT RAISED HIS HEAD AGAIN, THE THREE DARK FROURES 
HAD VANISHED. HE SLO WET INCHED FORWARD, ANGER FLAMING IN HM NOW... 


WHY COULDN'T 3h) 
HE SPEAK UP —MAKE 

IT MAN TO MAN » INSTEAD, 
HE ORDERS ME OUTO ; 
PATROL =- S04 C44 
SION Ae iat THe Back! 

















| N THE NIGHT SHUDDERED TO THE SO ; 
AN NE ty IC WEAPONS. BULLETS ENAPPED nite, 

| PERILOUSLY CLOSE TO WILD'S HEAD, CLIPPING WE 
LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES. 5 


Thar CAME FROM 

A JERRY. BUT IF 1S : 

BACK LLREVEALMY 4 
pean TO DURRANCE. 
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BUT WILD'S TRAINING AS A SOLDIER fEaes 
WAS STRONGER THAN THE FEAR OF [ 
DURRANCE. HIS FINGER TIGHTENED [4 
ON THE TRIGGER AND ALETHAL HAIL [om 

| OF DEATH CUT DOWN A NAZI 





CLATTERING.:. 9 


Ww | f ID THAT SETTLES 
REE f 2 THE REST OF + 
you 
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PRESSING ON PAST THE CRUMPLED BODIES OF THE FOUR 
GERMANS, THE SERGEANT STRUCK DEEPER INTO THE 
WOODS. THEN, THE DULL GLINT OF SUNLIGHT ON META 
‘PULLED HIM UP SHORT... — 7 






L 






















Te RENDEZVOUS i 
Peis POINT IS BACK ee Pee 
THERE —- BUT 1 MUST Beste 
SEE WHAT'S 


, ; : GE: sl : 
CAREFULLY CREEPING FORWARD, HE PEERED Php Wy tq Rk Gaemeeen nena: 
THROUGH SOME BUSHES — AND'GAVE A [eata™ ASKS eo a an PE 
MUFFLED GASP OF DISMAY. _[ } WK ee ENA Ce A q 
«OE ee! PANZERS/ A WHOLE A dee Se ANS — 






















ATTLE GROUPS THEY COULD : 


52 Brink Of Danger 


ND... 
re = ae 
&Y yous 

” $0 THIS IS 


WHERE ‘YOU 
\ PAY OFF THE L, 





HIS FACE CONTORTED 
LIEUTENANT DURRANCE 
HOSED 


& 
+ ee 
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DAZEDLY WILD REALISED HE WAS STILL ALIVE. [apy » 
THE STEN Binar HAD ‘CRACKLED PAST HIS 
SHOULDER.. 

I WASN'T 


/ TRYING TO SHOOT YOU, 

-"Y SERGEANT. THIS BEAUTY 
HAD THE DROP ON YOU. 
| ONLY JUST GOT HIM 
IN TIME / 

















N THE DESERTS_/ 











A PANICKY RATTLE OF SHOTS CAME FROM BEYOND ke Las 
THE BUSHES WHERE THE PANZERS WERE CONCEALED. ke ‘awe 
= — a FAN ee 7 = 


a 







ZOOK/ THERE'S AS 
WHOLE PANZER GROUP 
DOWN THERE / 


PH. @. MUST KNOW 

“ABOUT THOSE PANZERS! 

THEY COULD KNOCK US ALL 

BAC CK INTO THE CHANNEL : / 
Lt LK A TTH 
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THEN BEGAN A NIGHTMARE EFFORT 
TO JOIN UP WITH THE REST OF THE 
PATROL WHILG THE NAZIS DID 
THEIR UTMOST TO DESTROY THE 
TWO M@N WITH THEIR PRECIOUS 
INFORMATION . peor 3 

















THEYRE 
GAINING ON 
Be cus fea 


BATTLING EVERY INCH OF THE WAY, : 
DURRANCE AND WILD PULLED BACK}, ~*. 
FROM THE VERY BRINK OF DANGER-|"9+ 
THE SHADOW OF THE PAST 

COMPLETELY FORGOTTEN. | 
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[AT LAST WITH DAWN LIGHTENING THE EASTERN SKYLINE, — 
iTHEY SPRINTED MADLY THE LAST HUNDRED Y4RDS WHILE FE 
[THE PATROL GAVE THEM COVERING FIRE. pee = 










py FEEL, / _ 
~/ THE SWINE HAVE = 
4 GOT AWAY! THE BRITISH 
_NOW ENOW OF OUR 
 PANZER BUILD- -UP!, 

















A FEW HOURS LATER, A SQUADRON OF TYPHOONS CONFIRMED 
THE GERMAN OFFICER’S DESPAIRING WORDS AS THEY REDUCED 
|THE PANZERS TO USELESS “SCRAP-METAL WITH THEIR DEADLY 
JROCKETS. patel SS ee ee 








| ALSO OH SALE Kow 
Wo.796- Murder Mission No.498-The Jungle Hes Byes 
No.199- The Shield Of Auray 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling issues are on sale 1st July 
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IN THE SHORT LULL BEFORE THEY MOVED 
FORWARD AGAIN, DURRANCE AND WILD HAD 
CHANCE FOR A FEW SNATCHED WORDS 


TOGETHER...) REALLY THOUGHT YOU WERE 
sake? GOUT TO KILL ME — AND | FELT | 
DESERYED IT/ | CAN'T EXCUSE 
MY CONDUGT IN LEAVING 

» YOU IN THE DESERT... 


Pree Ee 

























1 CAME THROUGH IT ALL RIGHT, 
SO FORGET ABOUT IT, SERGEANT. 
| WAS PUT IN THE BAG BUT 
ESCAPED, LIKE SO NANT OF US, 
— ANYWAY, |, TOO, 
HAD MY DOUBTS — 
L OF MYSELF / 

















THERE’S A LIMIT TO 
EVERY MAN’S ENDURANCE 
WILD. ONE MORE SHELL- BURST, 
ONE MORE BULLET AND ANY 
MAN CAN BREAK- ESPECIALLY | 
WHEN HE'S NEW TO ACTION. : 
BUT WE HARDEN UNDER gilts 
FIRE — AS YOU HAVE / _¢fiieneneimeaes 
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E THERE, IN THE SHELL-SMASHED WRECKAGE 
OF A FRENCH VILL4GE, DON WILD RESOLVED 
THE DOUBTS OF HIMSELF HE CARRIED IN 


ae 2 i 
at ee 


— 
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NEW COLOUR-BACKS 


elie war and crime stories by top writers 


2, For war stories ask for RED-BACKS 


ee No. 1 DIGGERS DIE HARD 
Spies aes, Dy Eric Lambert 
-§ Vivid action with the Jap-fighting Aussies in the 
; hell of the New Guinea jungte. 


'No.2 DESTROY THE SCHARNHORST 

Bg bY Lt.-Commander Michael Ogden, RN. 

: The true salvo- by-salvo account of the destruction 
nae - of one of Germany’s greatest battle-cruisers. 


Sede For crime stories ask for BLACK-BACKS 
“ee No.1 TO KILL A KILLER 

. by John Creasey 

A gripping tale of crime and vengeance by a 

s master of suspense. 

/ No.2 MURDER IN LONELY PLACES 

by Bruce Sanders 

The facts: behind seven of the most dramatic 

murders in the history of crime. True—stark— 

compelling. 


For the best war and crime stories 
FLEETWAY COLOUR-BACKS b= 
96 PAGES @ AT ALL NEWSAGENTS | Pie 








Show them 
, you can 
=== become a 


== husky he-man 
—-—- IN 7 DAYS—PLL PROVE YOU 


CAN BE PROUD 
OF YOUR BODY! 


Don't let others take the “ mickey ~ out of you because 
of your skinny build ! Give me seven days and I'll prove 
that vou'll add powerful NEW MUSCLE so fast your 
friends will gape with wonder! I don’t dose or doctor 
you. And I’ve no use for weights and other contraptions 
that may strain your vital inner organs. 


“DYNAMIC-TENSION” DOES IT 


All | want you to do is apply my famous ‘* Dynamic- 
Tension” to the “sleeping” muscle power in your 
own body. In only 15 minutes a day you'll soon 
notice an amazing difference. Your shoulders begin 
to swell, you add inches to your chest, strengthen your 
back, #ive yourself a vice-like grip and mighty legs that 
never get tired ! My free 32-page book tells all about 
“ Dynamic-Tension "—the natural method which 
changed mc from a skinny Ren UOE to twice winner of 
the title: “The World's Most Perfectly Developed Man.” 









lt shows what I'll do for YOU! Post coupon at once to 








Charles Atlas, Dept. 17-T, Chitty St., W.I. eee a  e | 
ae ay oe ‘eer eae 
FREE! casebook | SEND FOR MY FREE TRIAL OFFER | 
HERE'S THE KIND OF CHARLES ATLAS : 
i BODY | WANT Dept. I7-T Chitty St., London, VV.I. | 
; PCheck as arany os send me absolutely FREE a copy of your lamous 
1 wae Het book showing how “ Dynamie-Tension “ can make y 
i Le A EREE TRIAL OREERD "OCT Smazing | 
| oO A Deep Chest ‘ | 
O Big Arm Muscles NAME .ceenetet si stede swe ae eoneeeenene 
} O Broad Shoulders (Block Letters, Please) 
1 © Tireless Legs ADDRESS 2.200 cces ee eee ee seems at ioe 
PB 1S More Weigh EE DOC Ie ne Ss 
CHARLES aTLas | O Magnetic Personality 
ON TV Ey SRN Rt COE ascneteceneeeesees: AGE..,... 





NICIN! JUST OUT 

| Stories of action, thrills and 

| | @ excitement for the modern 

! boy —all in pictures. 
PICTURE-PACKED PAGES—VIVID COLOURED COVERS 


ss je meas Ee ee : 
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~~ yARK DEED 
el eurs wt 








No. 71 WAR EAGLE 


Trained by eagles he became Britain’s rreatest 
air ace of World War Il 


Nio. 2 THE DARK DEED AT GILL’S HIL! 


The true story of Jack Thurtell, gentlernan thief, 
a man of incredible strength and courage whe 
lived and died fearlessly. 


VALIANT PICTURE LIBRARY 


2 new titles published the first Monday of every month 


